
 

Summer Holiday Ideas – Week 3 

The chart below offers you another week’s worth of free-to-access suggestions for family friendly activities that 

everyone can join in with – teens and grown-ups too. The underlined words in dark blue below indicate a clickable 

link to the resource. Most of the materials will be things you might have at home with no specialist equipment. 

 

*NEW FORMAT* 

I’ve decided to change the format slightly so it’s a bit more flexible. Use it however you like but you could try: 

cutting it up and putting the ideas in a jar or box to pull out at random, printing it off and colouring in the ideas 

that you do, or assigning the activities to specific dates and adding them to your own calendar.   

 

 

Natural History Museum 

A familiar place to queue 

in the holidays for those 

living in London, the 

museum has reopened, 

you do have to book but 

it’s still free. Alternatively 

you can do some pretty 

good exploring on line – 

includes sound affect of 

being in a busy museum 

on the blue whale pages! 

Extra Thank You 

Think of someone who 

does something for you 

who doesn’t get thanked 

enough. How will you 

show your gratitude? 

Maybe give the delivery 

driver a chocolate bar, 

write a note of thanks to 

your post person or 

leave a packet of biscuits 

for the refuse collectors. 

Map Your Walk 

Take a walk in your 

neighbourhood and 

make a map of it. Draw 

your map and illustrate 

it, print a local map and 

draw your route on or 

create an online version 

with Google’s MyMap. 

Mark things you think 

are interesting and give it 

to a friend or add places 

from your own history 

and keep it just for you. 

Bubble Art 

An easy way to jazz up 

painting. Add a bit of 

washing up liquid to any 

liquid paint in a cup (or 

even try just water with 

food colouring). Use a 

straw to blow into the 

cup until bubbles of 

paint come out of the 

top. Take the straw out 

and lower a piece of 

paper onto the bubbles. 

Warning: quite messy! 

Shisima Game 

This is a traditional 2 

player game from Kenya, 

like a more complex 

version of noughts and 

crosses. Just draw the 

board with a pen and 

find something for 

counters. What Do We 

Do All Day has a lovely 

description of how to 

play and even has a 

board you can print. You 

could make yourself a 

really fancy version! 

Visit the Vatican 

Tricky to get to Italy at 

the moment but you can 

skip the flights, costs and 

queues and visit the 

Vatican online. There are 

14 rooms with 360
0 

views – I didn’t realise 

that the Sistine Chapel 

had such lovely floors! 

Learn A Secret Code 

A good one for kids is 

Pigpen (here) but they 

could also try learning an 

international code like 

Morse, semaphore or the 

NATO alphabet – all 

handily compiled here 

by NATO!  

Easy Peasy Pizza 

As it says, even little kids 

can assemble these and 

big ones can cook them 

too! Spread tomato 

puree on a tortilla/wrap, 

top with cheese and 

whatever else you like. 

Heat under the grill or in 

a large frying pan. Yum! 

Pebble Snake 

Decorate a pebble and 

leave it somewhere 

public with a note 

inviting others to add 

their own to make a 

‘snake’. Let your friends 

know and watch it 

grow! 

Water Fight 

It’s so hot here just now 

I had to add it! Send the 

kids out or join in. Get 

some cheap sponges and 

chop them into hand 

sized pieces for a 

reusable and wildlife 

friendly alternative to 

water balloons. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/virtual-museum.html
https://www.happinessishomemade.net/bubble-painting/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/shisima/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/tour-virtuali-elenco.html
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/pigpen-cipher/
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_2018_01/20180111_nato-alphabet-sign-signal.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_2018_01/20180111_nato-alphabet-sign-signal.pdf


Mini Ice Hockey 

This is a genius idea from 

Kidadl and I can’t wait 

to try it. They say: 

Freeze a layer of water 

in a baking tray to create 

your ice rink and stick a 

post-it note at either end 

of the tray to mark the 

goals. Use spoons as 

your hockey sticks and 

try to hit your button/lid 

puck against the post-it 

note on the other side of 

the tray. 

 

Learn A Magic Trick 

If they’ve got some time 

on their hands maybe 

they could learn a few 

magic tricks. Mom 

Junction has put together 

a list of easy tricks to 

children to try. They 

could put together a 

show for you once 

they’ve mastered a 

few… 

Morning Jack Game 

Fast, funny, family game. 

Deal the pack. Players 

turn over their top card 

in turn and put it face up 

in the centre. If a picture 

card is drawn everyone: 

Ace: slaps their hand on 

the central pile 

King: salute 

Queen: bow 

Jack: say “good morning 

Jack”. Last one to do it 

correctly collects the 

central pile. Winner is 

first to get rid of their 

cards. 

Cornflour Slime 

I don’t care how old you 

are, this is a great 

curiosity. Put as much 

cornflour (or custard 

powder) as you can 

spare in a bowl and add 

water a little at a time 

until you have a mixture 

that looks runny but 

solidfies when you press 

it. It’s a non-Newtonian 

fluid; when force, 

movement or pressure is 

applied it feels solid, stop 

and it’s liquid! 

Build A Bug Hotel 

Also one for all ages, 

including adults; 

providing homes to 

support our smallest 

wildlife. The RSPB have 

a recipe for making a 

bug hotel – any natural 

materials will do, dried 

grass, hollow canes and 

wooden pallets. It 

doesn’t have to be huge 

and if you don’t have a 

garden you could try 

finding a space in your 

local park. 

Make Monopoly 

Probably one for the 

older kids but this would 

be a lot of fun to 

construct. Make your 

own local Monopoly 

board with local place 

names and stations etc. 

Have funny Chance 

Cards and even make up 

your own currency (or 

rules!). If you need 

inspiration there’s a link 

above to the accessories 

needed. 

Make A Bird Feeder 

Easy to do and once the 

birds figure out where it 

is you can watch who 

visits for extra 

entertainment. Take a 

toilet roll tube and 

spread with peanut 

butter. Roll it around in 

bird seed and hang up 

outdoors. Make sure it’s 

high enough to avoid 

cats and the string is long 

enough to deter 

squirrels!  

Sort and Sell 

Get the kids to have a 

clear out and earn some 

extra pocket money by 

holding a sale on a table 

outside your house or 

block. Get the kids to 

sort things they don’t 

need any more, price 

them, put up advertising 

posters and set up a 

stand. It’s good for their 

maths and speaking skills 

as well as their wallets. 

Body Illusion Challenges 

The Royal Institution has 

produced a great set of 

body tricks for you to do 

on your child that use 

their sense of 

proprioception. Hilarious 

to try on adults too. 

Many of them need no 

extra equipment at all 

but don’t let the person 

on the receiving end 

know what they might 

experience or they don’t 

work as well. 

Design A Banknote 

Competition 

The Bank of England are 

holding a summer 

competition to design a 

banknote. Entries in 3 

categories for 5-11 year 

olds and the deadline is 

14
th
 August – so get your 

skates on! All the details 

of how to enter on the 

link above. 

 

Hope you’ve enjoyed having a go at these activities. Let me know how you got on by sending me a message on Twitter or Facebook: 

  

• Facebook https://www.facebook.com/quarantinewithkidshome 

• Twitter: @QuarantineWKids 

https://www.kidadl.com/articles/free-indoor-activities-for-kids-to-do-in-lockdown
https://www.momjunction.com/articles/magic-tricks-for-kids_00456089/
https://www.exploratorium.edu/science_explorer/ooze.html
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/
https://hobbylark.com/board-games/make-your-own-monopoly
https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental/proprioception
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum/whats-on/2020/drawing-money-competition
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum/whats-on/2020/drawing-money-competition
https://www.facebook.com/quarantinewithkidshome
https://twitter.com/QuarantineWKids

