
 

 

 Half Term Calendar 

 

The calendar below offers you a week of suggestions for family friendly activities that everyone can join in – teens and grown-ups too. I’ve tried to 

think a bit outside the box so hopefully there are at least some things you’ve never thought of! Most of the materials should be things you might have 

at home with no specialist equipment. If you’re short of bits and can’t get to the shops, why not try asking local parents if they have spare that they 

can drop off; and don’t forget to share if you have extra… 

 

Day Go (places to virtually visit) Do  Make 
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National Children’s Gardening Week 

Starting off with a place you can actually 

go; your own garden/park/windowsill! 

Don’t worry if you don’t have a garden, 

there are plenty of activities here for 

your indoor garden or daily walk too. 

All this week you can celebrate the fun 

that gardens hold for kids. Children, 

parents, grandparents, schools or garden 

businesses can find ideas for fun garden 

projects and activities on this site. 

Competitions 

If you have a special talent or interest 

(or just have a bit of time to kill over 

half term) then you could enter a 

competition. I’ve found a range of them 

and made a page; will add more if I find 

them. You might win something 

amazing or just cover yourself in loads 

of glory! 

Catapult 

You might be thinking this would be a 

recipe for disaster but it’s a really fun 

design and as long as you clear the 

testing ground of breakables and have a 

veto on the projectiles it’s a hugely 

satisfying activity for engineers of all 

ages. I’ve linked here to a site with three 

options but don’t be limited by these 

designs – you don’t even have to have 

lolly sticks, regular sticks will give it that 

bushcraft look… 
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The Smithsonian Museum of Natural 

History 

Take a virtual wander around the 

galleries of the Smithsonian Museum of 

Natural History in Washington D.C. – 

especially good for dinosaur lovers. It’s 

like Google Streetview but for a 

museum, plus you can read all the labels 

(or just race round after your kids). No 

need to pack a lunch or negotiate in the 

shop either! 

Kids Plan a Meal/Treat 

Get your kids to do some of the 

planning for a change. Give them an 

amount of time to plan for in half term 

(1 hour, half a day etc.) and get them to 

come up with activities and even meals 

to do in this time. If they are little they 

won’t have a good sense of time so plan 

a bit of tomorrow together – they can 

do what they want! A brilliant activity 

for bigger children is to give them a set 

amount of money and get them to plan, 

shop for and prepare a family meal. 

Lockdown Scrapbook 

I’m sure you’ve heard of these and you 

might even have got around to making 

one already. If (like me) you think it 

would be a lovely idea to record the 

details of this weird piece of history as it 

happens but just aren’t getting it 

together then maybe half term is the 

time to finally go for it. I’ve made a 

page of links to free examples that I 

think look good but you might just want 

to go freestyle and design your own! 

https://www.childrensgardeningweek.co.uk/
https://www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk/competitions
https://www.mombrite.com/popsicle-stick-catapult/
https://naturalhistory2.si.edu/vt3/NMNH/z_tour-022.html
https://naturalhistory2.si.edu/vt3/NMNH/z_tour-022.html
https://www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk/lockdown-scrapbooks
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Bletchley Park 

Think spies, secret service and racing 

against the clock to save your country. 

This is the park where, during WWII, the 

best mathematical brains in Britain came 

together to decode the enemy’s secret 

messaging Enigma Machine. It’s a very 

atmospheric place to visit out of 

lockdown but this link will give you a 

pretty good idea of the place with a 

360
o
 YouTube tour. It’s only a six 

minute guided tour but you can look all 

around you while the guide talks and 

videos play on the walls of the rooms! 

Lots more info on the Bletchley Park 

website. 

Mobius Strip 

I love maths and Mobius strips are one 

of my very favourite simple and magical 

mathematical activities that you can just 

do with paper, scissors and glue. The 

link above will take you to some 

instructions I wrote for a family science 

day. If you’re really interested in the 

maths of it, Google ‘topology’ – it’ll 

blow your mind! 

Jelly Yoghurt Cake 

We made this cake/pie recently and it 

was a big hit and so simple – only three 

ingredients! It’s easy for medium sized 

kids to make by themselves and we 

immediately thought of loads of 

variations so you could get creative too. 

(I personally recommend the book it 

comes from too – all recipes with only 

three ingredients.) 
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Traditional Fair 

There almost certainly aren’t any fairs 

running this half term but you can have 

your own traditional fair games at home 

with very little effort. You can get really 

creative with this one but I have made a 

list of suggestions on my site - linked to 

above. (I even made you some signs for 

easy decorating!) 

Scavenger Hunts 

Yes, I know scavenger hunts were on the 

Easter Calendar but I’ve made some 

more! New ones are:  

• ‘Take a Walk’ 

• ‘In the Bubble’ 

Both are suitable for the family to do 

together. My Scavenger Hunts page also 

has other trails suitable for everyone 

from the under 5s to teenagers. 

Cornflour Paint 

This is awesome. Instead of chalk, try 

using this cornflour paint for your 

pavement art. You only need cornflour, 

water and food colouring. Mother 

Could shows it best in the video on the 

link. Don’t think it’s just for little ones 

either, I’ll be out there with my big ones 

this half term; there’s no age limit on 

arting. (You could also combine with my 

Easter Calendar suggestion for chalk and 

tape art…). 

https://youtu.be/wlWVpOzgrL4
https://bletchleypark.org.uk/
https://bletchleypark.org.uk/
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_13427bd4c81240de9eca344e74c8112e.pdf
https://thehappyfoodie.co.uk/recipes/three-ingredient-yoghurt-jelly-pie
https://www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk/traditional-fair-games
https://www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk/scavenger-hunts-for-kids-and-teens
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_8cdc8104261c455b85fbceeaf1cc14fc.pdf
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_4f586ce725c1411498d662feef901e4c.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/mothercould/videos/244491613583224/?v=244491613583224
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Google Earth  

A fantastic way to tour the world and 

discover places you’d never even heard 

of before. Take the tutorial to get an 

idea of the tools you can use but I 

recommend the Voyager trips to get you 

started; click on the ships wheel icon to 

have a look at the tours you could try. 

Or roll the dice and see where you end 

up! 

Best Raft 

This is a really flexible activity as you can 

adapt it easily for age and ability. 

Basically you make a paper raft, float it 

in a bowl/box of water and see how 

many marbles it takes to sink it. Simple 

but with loads of scientific thinking 

involved. For small children the act of 

putting small objects carefully into the 

boat is good for their fine motor skills 

and with big ones you can go so far as 

to measure the surface area of different 

rafts and plot the number of marbles 

they hold on a graph! It’s also just great 

fun     You could make it a competition, 

against yourself or someone else. Extra 

adult instructions here. 

Find It Jar 

This is a container filled with some kind 

of small grains (rice, cous cous or mini 

beads etc.) among which are a selection 

of small objects. The puzzle is to rotate 

the jar and try spot all the objects. This is 

a great making activity and can be 

adjusted for pre-schoolers (plain grains, 

largish objects) or fiendishly difficult for 

the adult puzzler. (We have had a 

bought one for years and I still haven’t 

spotted the dice in it…). 

• Basic model for all ages 

• Option for younger children 
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Austria 

Why ‘go’ to Austria? Why not? A friend 

put me onto the Austrian Tourist Board’s 

awesome lockdown-oriented website. 

You can ‘virtually’ visit 11 interesting 

attractions from the amazing Giant Ice 

Caves (in 360
o
) to Mozart’s House in 

Salzburg. There are recipes of Austrian 

dishes for a taste of the country and 

some amazingly relaxing videos of 

beautiful scenery with just the sounds of 

nature. If I ever get to go on holiday 

again, it may be here… 

Make Scones and have a Tea Party 

The weather is promising to be nice this 

week and as you’re now allowed to 

have a picnic try making some scones 

and taking them to the park. Scones are 

(in my experience as a confirmed non-

baker) super easy to make. My go-to is 

Delia Smith’s recipe. You can have them 

warm with just butter or go the whole 

hog and get strawberry jam and clotted 

cream – I won’t get started on which 

goes first…  

Alternatively you could set the table 

with your fanciest cups and a tablecloth 

and put out ‘afternoon tea’. If you’re 

feeling ambitious a full guide to an 

English afternoon tea experience by BBC 

Good Food is here. 

Milkman’s Wallet 

These are crafty, mathematical, 

functional and magic! It’s not 

complicated but you need to follow the 

instructions very carefully. Once you get 

it working you will be amazing friends 

and family everywhere with this 

mathematical curiosity. Sometimes it is 

called a Magic Wallet because the way it 

holds the paper is quite surprising. My 

written instructions on the link above 

but some might find it easier to 

understand with a video so I found a 

good one here… 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/
https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_78c31e7b793d40dc86cd599abafc346f.pdf
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_66a6f7b2e48c4b09bd3d70bf04962063.pdf
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_66a6f7b2e48c4b09bd3d70bf04962063.pdf
https://www.instructables.com/id/Find-It-Jar-/
https://www.froggooseandbear.com/2011/09/diy-find-it-jar/
https://www.austria.info/en/virtual-austria
https://www.deliaonline.com/recipes/occasions/mothers-day/mothers-day-afternoon-tea/plain-scones
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-throw-afternoon-tea-party
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-throw-afternoon-tea-party
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_ec76de534e9341cca7fcb7011060587d.pdf
https://12290695-1f6a-44bf-99f9-62a7e94e542d.filesusr.com/ugd/bfbf7d_ec76de534e9341cca7fcb7011060587d.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyqOSK1_gKE
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The Globe Theatre 

The great thing about theatres during 

lockdown is that you can get close to the 

real experience of being ‘out’ by actually 

watching a play staged there. The Globe 

Theatre is a faithful rebuild of 

Shakespeare’s actual theatre and while 

it’s well worth an actual visit for the 

proper experience, the 360
o
 virtual tour 

gives you a good idea of what it’s like. 

Every two weeks they are also releasing 

a free Shakespeare play recorded at the 

Globe – this half term it’s A Winter’s 

Tale – and if there’s a specific play you’d 

like to see they’re available to buy on 

GlobePlayer. 

If you want to introduce younger kids to 

Shakespeare, The School Run has a good 

list of resources. 

Minute to Win It 

Originally a game show, contestants 

compete in 60 second challenges that 

use objects found around the house. 

There are loads on the web and you 

might like to make up your own too but 

the link above lists 25 MTWI games with 

very basic equipment to get you started. 

You could set up a series of them and 

make an afternoon of it or use one or 

two to break up a dull day. They are 

often a bit silly so fun to watch, suitable 

for all ages to have a go (adults 

especially) and you could get other 

households to join in over video link – 

make a party of it! 

Photo Rainbow 

This is a great art project that anyone 

can undertake, any age, any ability. Just 

take 7 photographs, one to illustrate 

each colour of the rainbow. They could 

have an additional theme too – flowers, 

transport, things you find on your walk 

or everyday objects around the house. 

Or just go freestyle and see what you 

find. How will you display them once 

you’re done? 

 

 

Hope you’ve enjoyed having a go at these activities. Let me know how you got on by sending me a message: 

  

• Website (Get In Touch at the bottom of the home screen) www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk 

• Email quarantinewithkids@yahoo.com  

• Facebook https://www.facebook.com/quarantinewithkidshome 

• Twitter: @QuarantineWKids 

 

 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/about-us/virtual-tour/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwN-jwNNNQN-8sfKG-qg8uA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwN-jwNNNQN-8sfKG-qg8uA
https://www.theschoolrun.com/11-of-the-best-ways-to-introduce-children-to-shakespeare
https://www.theschoolrun.com/11-of-the-best-ways-to-introduce-children-to-shakespeare
https://redtri.com/the-best-minute-to-win-it-games-for-kids/slide/1
https://redtri.com/the-best-minute-to-win-it-games-for-kids/slide/1
http://www.quarantinewithkids.co.uk/
mailto:quarantinewithkids@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/quarantinewithkidshome
https://twitter.com/QuarantineWKids

